Penn Coachmen Newsletter

November 2019

TIDBITS FROM PENNY
PENN COACHMEN’S 50TH ANNIVERSARY
JULY 1969-JULY 2019

H AR P E R S F E R RY , W V
While the GEAR rally was cancelled for 2019, that did not stop two of the FMCA Chapters from
getting together and having their own rally. On October 15-17th the Penn Coachmen and Dogwood Chapters of FMCA got together and had a joint rally at Harpers Ferry, West Virginia.
Twenty four coaches gathered together for a fun time with social hours, games, tours and of
course lots of food. We do not believe an FMCA chapter rally ever runs low on food. The Rally
Masters, Jim & Susan Buelow (Dogwood Chapter) and Phyllis & Eric Britz and Sue & Gary Cipa
(Penn Coachmen) had a few meetings ahead of time and everything came together wonderfully.
The weather cooperated, with the exception of one day, but that did not stop the fun. We had nice
fall days in West Virginia as the acorns dropped on some of us. It was nice getting to know each
other, we swapped some ideas and techniques on how we each run our chapters. Lots of stories
were told with lots of laughs.
There was a challenge made for GEAR 2020 in Lewisburg, WV and the two chapters look forward
to the battle of Bean Bag Baseball and the Chapter Fair competition. We plan on having another
joint rally before going to GEAR next year. Jim Buelow stated that this was our “1 st Annual Joint
Rally”. We are hoping to pull that off.
“What did you think of our Harpers Ferry Rally?”
“The spaghetti sauce was the greatest”, Tom Shannon
“Very relaxing”, Eileen Darden
“Wonderful, good”, Walter Sattazahn
“We had a wonderful time and thank you Penn Coachmen”, Jim & Susan Buelow
“We loved our 1st annual Penn Coachmen/Dogwood Rally”, Jim Buelow
“It was inexpensive”, Wayne Dilliplaine
“Wonderful, Enjoyed the games and fellowship”, George Darden
“It was great”, Jack & Caroline Vliet
“Too much food, and we would have liked to have parked altogether”, Joan Park
“It was great coming together and getting to know a little bit about the Dogwood Chapter. We had
great food, lots of laughs and we made some good memories”, Sue Cipa

Some of the furry friends that joined us at Harpers
Ferry were:
Curtis Weber
Jake McLarnon
Hannah Park
Lucy Deardorff
Lola Birett
Lafayette Buelow
Dixie Cummings
Tweetie Bird Darden
Izzy Grubb-Wheeler

They didn’t seem to mind the rain the one day, and
they loved the rest of the rally at social times with
all their humans!

FMCA’s Executive Board has voted to withdraw from
contract negotiations to stage the association’s 102nd
International Convention & RV Expo at the New York
State Fairgrounds in Syracuse, July 29 through August
1, 2020.
After many months of waiting to receive a contract for
signature, the Executive Board determined that the time
had come for FMCA to look for another location to
stage this event.
FMCA officials are currently busy vetting other sites for
the association’s 2020 summer convention and hope to
have an announcement about a selected location in the
coming weeks. We are sorry for any inconvenience this
may cause members.
I hope to see you at a future FMCA event. Remember
— registration is underway now for our 101st convention in Tucson, Arizona, March 26 through 29, 2020.

The group at
Harpers Ferry!

Social hour and
dinner outside at
Harpers Ferry. Nice
time!
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UPCOMING 2020 SCHEDULED EVENTS & RALLIES












March 26-29: FMCA’s 101st International Convention at PIMA Fairgrounds in Tucson, AZ
April 29-May 1: Gettysburg Rally, Gettysburg Campground (NEW DATES)
May 22-25:Centre Hall Rally, Grange Fairgrounds, Memorial Day weekend
June 16-18: Palmerton Rally, Don Laine Campground
Liverpool, Ferryboat Campground (CANCELLED)
July 22-27: Harborfest, Oswego, NY
July ??: FMCA’s 102 International Rally at: TO BE ANNOUNCED
August 14-16: Bloomsburg Rally, Bloomsburg Fairgrounds
September 18-20: Orrstown Rally, Roxbury Holiness Camp
September 30-Oct 4: GEAR, Lewisburg, WV
November 2020: Mystery Rally, Dates and place to be announced.

FYI…




We will not be ordering our Keystone name badges from
Crown Trophy after the first of the year. We will let you know
of our new supplier as soon as we lock one in.
Your 2020 dues can be paid directly to Karl Deardorff.

Calling all Members
We are in need of help pulling our 4x6 trailer from one
rally to the next. Please contact the Rally Master for the
month you can help.
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Holly Shores, Cape May, NJ was another fun rally that is in our history books. Janet and Charlie
Rizzuto made it fun for everyone who took part in it. After some heavy winds and rain that went
through Thursday afternoon/evening, the weekend turned out to be a wonderful. Blue skies and a
beautiful, crisp weekend is what we enjoyed.
We had wonderful food, thanks to Bill and his crew at Holly Shores. They catered burgers, hot
dogs, and the trimmings Friday night for dinner. We had our second annual membership meeting, reviewed 2019 and talked about the upcoming 2020 year. Sue handed out gifts to Bob Birett,
Wayne Dilliplaine and Mary Ellen Seifert for doing such a great job in 2019. Our slate of officers
were voted in for the 2020 season. (See attached note). Then a round of cards “screw your
neighbor” was played with Terri Stoltz winning for the night!
Saturday morning we had another wonderful catered breakfast of eggs, sausage, bacon, potatoes, coffee and of course some sweets. Those who wanted to, took a trolley ride. The tour was
“Mayhem and Victorian Oddities”. The tour guide did a wonderful job. It was a nice ride and we
all enjoyed it. Cape May really is a beautiful town. Saturday night was the campgrounds
“Thanksgiving” dinner for the entire camp. Penn Coachmen was included and 170 campers enjoyed the meal. They (Holly Shores Camp) sure does it up right! After dinner, we had 7 teams of
“Decorate your “Mummy”. Four on a team, 3 members proceeded to wrap one of their team
mates up as a mummy. A lot of laughs! Scary, funny and goofy were some of the adjectives flying around that night. All 7 teams were declared winners with Wal-Mart gift cards being handed
out as prizes.
Sunday morning breakfast was a nice spread of bagels, fruit, cereal, donuts and the leftover
sweets. We all sat around talking about the fun we had over the weekend, some things or places
we could go or do in 2020 or 2021 and what everyone’s plans were for the winter. We had a
“quick” Sunday service and closed the year out with our Penn Coachmen hymn. Hard to believe
our 2020 camping season is over. It was a wonderful 50 th celebration. One that we will remember for years to come!

Mummies (and Dadees)

Current and Future
Presidents

What we do best

It was a beautiful weekend in Cape May...

”Note from the President”
I just winterized my Road trek this year. It’s not like I never did it before but when you’re
working full-time it’s a lot easier to just drop it off and let someone else worry about all the
little areas that need to spout pink anti-freeze instead of clean water.
Retired now and I thought doing it myself would be the “proper” ending to another camping
season. And what a season it was. We celebrated our 50 th Anniversary of the Penn
Coachmen this year. Seems almost melancholy to realize that this family of ours started
with just a couple of campers and grew into an organization that had over 100 motorhomes
at their monthly rallies. Even though the RV Industry seems to be recovering and FMCA
has welcomed 5th wheelers and trailers into our family we have to wonder how the Penn
Coachmen will fare in the future. At our recent annual meeting we just elected an excellent
group of officers who have the energy and desire to take us into 2020 and beyond but they
will also need to hear from you. Let them know what it takes to make you send in your reservation for each camping week-end.
Since this is my last President’s Corner, I want to thank my Executive Committee, Support
Staff, Rally Master and Hosts who made every rally happen. And if you did not find yourself
included, I still want to “Thank You” for coming out to enjoy what was prepared for you.
Did you send Sue Cipa your check for our Annual Christmas Bash at Shady Maple Smorgasbord coming up on December 5th? That has become our defacto 9th rally of the year
so be sure to join us. I’ll even try to remember the Mistletoe!
Bob Birett
President

Penn Coachmen Annual Christmas luncheon…
Thursday, December 5, 1-4PM
Shady Maple Smorgasbord
$18.00 per person
Contact Sue Cipa for more information (610) 334-3287
Mail your check to Sue at 528 Walnut Tree Drive, Blandon, PA 19510
Critters, Creatures and Crises...
As we are looking for warmer climates so are many lower life forms. Whether you are putting your RV into storage or
taking to other locations for the winter PLEASE pay attention to unwanted tenants. Mice, squirrels, spiders,
flying creatures, ants and other species would all love to share the comfort of our RVs. They can be difficult
to evict, can do incredible damage and can cause major safety issues. Make sure backs of refrigerators, water heaters and furnaces are clear of nests and webs. Check rubber gas lines and electrical insulation for
evidence of chewing (I just fixed a gas line that was chewed through). Take immediate action if anything
doesn’t work like it should, smell right or look unfamiliar. Have gas systems checked for leaks. Safety is
everyone’s business and we all want an uneventful winter season. Submitted by: Gary Cipa

I would like to personally thank all the Rally Masters we
had in 2019. Phyllis & Eric Britz and Gary (Gettysburg
& Harpers Ferry), Janet, Charlie, Joyce & Vito Rizzuto
(Centre Hall and Cape May), Melissa & Nick Campalone (Gilbert), Bob Birett & Mary Ellen Seifert
(Ferryboat), Hal & Mary Amos and Barbara Arcati &
Jim Lexa (Bloomsburg), Barb & John Noel and Linda &
Karl Deardorff (Roxbury). I believe it was a wonderful
rally season and you all made my job much easier. I
truly enjoyed my three years as Sr. Vice
President and look forward to 2020. I
wish you all a safe, happy and healthy
New Year.
Sue Cipa

Our 2019 rally season is in the books. Time flew by. What a
celebration we had for accomplishing 50 years as an FMCA
chapter. Our founding fathers would be proud of our success. Who would have known, 50 years ago, that we’d be a
strong, fun group of members in 2019? I’m glad we kept
their vision alive. Thank you to everyone who made this mile
stone happen. 2020 is mostly set and ready to go. Check
out our website for updates and currant information.

Some of our 2020 Officers being sworn in.
(From Left to Right)
Gary Cipa-President, Mary Ellen Seifert-Secretary, Phyllis
Britz-Sr. Vice President, Eric Britz-Nat’l Director, Jack VlietArea V.P., Janet Rizzuto-Area V.P. and Wayne DilliplaineTreasurer.
Missing from the picture: John Weber-Alt Nat’l Director,
Linda Deardorff and Jim Lexa-Area V.P.’s and Bob BirettPast President.
Thank you all for stepping up and helping our Chapter, it
sounds like 2020 will be an exciting & fun year. Hope you
can join us!

