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 SCHNECKSVILLE RECAP—APRIL 19-21, 2013 

 

The Spring rally at Schnecksville was a great success with several  optional offerings and a lot of 

opportunities for fun and socializing. A great time was had by all.  

 

Jim Lexa and Barbara Arcati were first to arrive. Jim is one of our long-time members who did 

an excellent job parking the RVs along with Ed Pritchard. Kudos to Jim, an outstanding, dedi-

cated, and respected member. 

 

Our rally hosts were Bill and Diane Freed. They did an excellent job planning and preparing for 

the rally. A very congenial and helpful group of 12 couples volunteered for the committee and 

they lent their many helping hands beginning Thursday afternoon as they turned a rather dingy 

fire station garage into a colorful and spring-like dining area with beautiful centerpieces and can-

dles.  

 

Thursday night, 30 members went out together for dinner at the Schnecksville Diner. 

 

Friday morning, a smaller group returned to the diner for breakfast. We were happy to welcome 

back Mariana Dolan as our special guest, and she also visited other members back at the rally. 

 

At 1:00 PM on Friday, 25 Penn Coachmen carpooled to Nazareth for a tour of the Martin Guitar 

Factory. The tour was excellent and informative, and we learned so much about the inner and 

outer makings of the guitars. We were surprised by the fact that they produce about 200 or more 

guitars each day, It was interesting to learn that they also had a factory in Mexico. 

 

Friday night, we had several varieties of homemade chili made by 10 committee members. 

Along with the chili, we also had tossed salad and delicious corn muffins, and this meal gave a 

whole new meaning to a “mini meal.” Brownies, bar cookies, and a whole variety of homemade 

cookies were offered for dessert and throughout the weekend. 

 

Saturday morning, we enjoyed a pot luck breakfast with a wonderful variety of excellent food. 

All those present contributed to the buffet table. 

 

In the afternoon, there was a bus tour of historic buildings in the Moravian section of Bethlehem. 

It was well attended and very informative again, thanks to Diane Freed for her precise and dili-

gent planning. 

 

Saturday evening, we enjoyed a buffet dinner catered by Moyer Catering followed by singing 

entertainment interspersed with funny jokes by the Macungie Minstralaires. 

 

Those who enjoy playing cards, gathered both Friday and Saturday evenings. 

 

Sunday morning, we closed a fun weekend with doughnuts, bagels, fruit and coffee and a won-

derful church service led by Joe Thurston who did an excellent job. His message urged us to 

keep Christ in our daily thoughts and lives while tending to and help others along the way. Ruth 

Morrell played the keyboard. 

 

We have always heard that the best way to get to know other Penn Coachmen, especially if you 

are new, is to volunteer to be on a rally committee. Those words are so true. 

 

Kudos to all who helped and all who came. 

 

     Submitted by Carol Pritchard 
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Funny pet stories 

Funny grandchildren stories or sayings 

Life on the road 

Interesting people you have met along the way 

Nature encounters 

Photos taken at rallies 

  

******************************************************************************** 
 
Barbara Arcati’s Son  -  Heart Surgery. 

Dan Zydorczyk  -  Shoulder Reconstruction. 

Louise Birett  -  Chronic Sciatic Pain, Broken Jaw, Broken Wrist. 

Betty Moyer  -  Chronic Neck Pain. 

Carol Becker  -  Chronic Back Pain. 

Joanne Freeman  -  Diagnostic Testing and Cataract Surgery. 

Ron Lee  -  Heart Catheterization. 

Joe Veneziale—Congestive Heart Failure. 

Dennis Hall  - Passed away.  Rest in Peace. 

Bill Wrick  -  Passed away.  Rest in Peace. 

Glenn Vonada  -  Passed away.  Rest in peace. 

Bill Rollins  -  Back Surgery. 

Elaine Knoll  -  Cateract Surgery. 

Hal Henning  -  Surgical Procedure. 

Boozie Henning  -  Knee Surgery. 

Request from the Editor: 

In order to make forthcoming newsletters interesting, I would 

like to request your help by sending me any of the following 

throughout the year at lbirett@comcast.net: 

Vacation tidbits or advice 

Seeking items to purchase or items for sale 

Family news such as births, deaths, illnesses, prayer concerns, 
accomplishments, etc. 

Favorite recipes 

Motor home repair/upkeep advice 

Interesting stories or vignettes 

Out of the way places you have found to be of interest 

Special anniversary celebrations 

Members and former Penn Coachmen who are ill, have had 
surgery, or have passed away 

Hobbies or craft how-tos 

Poems, stories, vignettes 

New camping gear/equipment you have learned about and 
where to purchase them 

Special camping experiences 

*******************************************************************************

THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS: 

******************************************************************************* 

HS½R MNS SNN D@QKX SN AD SGHMJHMF @ANTS QDFHRSDQHMF ENQ SGD

Spring Gulch Rally in new Holland from June 11 ¹  13, 2013 

(TUESDAY TO THURSDAY) . Send your $50 rally deposit to KARL 

deardorff at 1611 Myrtle Ave., Camp Hill, PA 17011 By May 27, 2013.  
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Coming Soon:   

FMCA 88th Family Reunion, June 19-22, 2013, Gilette, WY 

Midwest Area Rally, July 24-27, 2013, Manchester, IA 

Northwest Area Rally, August 8-11, 2013, Albany OR 

South Central Area Rally, September 11-15, 2013, Sedalia, MS 

Great Lakes Area Rally, September 18-22, 2013, Goshen, IN 

Eastern Area Rally, October 9-13, 2012, York, PA 

Western Area Rally, January 8m 12, 2014, Indio, CA 

FMCA’s 89th Family Reunion, March 17—20, 2014, Perry, GA 

 

FMCA DOINGS 

 

 

April 2  Joe Thurston 

April 5  Barbara Venezuela 

April 6  Jill Funk 

April 11  Bill Dowering 

April 11  Dorothea Troutman 

April 11  Roy Weil 

April 14  Hal Henning 

April 17  Gene Bonillo 

April 19  Lorraine Shaky 

April 19  Emily Momma 

April 24  Pat Doering 

April 25  Kate Smith 

April 26  Jake Kessler 

April 27  Dotty Finn 

April 30  Barbara Arcata  

 

May 4  Larry Troutman 

May 4  Betty Kessler 

May 8  Bob Birett 

May 9  Carol Becker 

May 9  Carol Kendzor 

May 10  Bob Moss 

May 11  Clark Van Buskirk 

May 13  Maryanna Hall 

May 16  Jim Strunk 

May 22  Ron Lee 

May 26  Jim Lexa 

May 27  Kathy Rollins 

May ?  George Moyer 

 

Those known to be celebrating a birthday during April and May, 2013: 

*********************************************************************************

*****************************************

Maxine on "Aging" "Take every birthday with a 

grain of salt. This works much better if the salt ac-

companies a Margarita."  

 

Everything can change in the blink of an eye, but  

don't worry; God never blinks. 

 

Burn the candles, use the nice sheets, wear the 

fancy lingerie. Don't save it for a special occasion. 

Today is special. 

 

Be eccentric now. Don't wait for old age to wear 

purple. 
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THE DASH—by Linda Ellis 

I read of a man who stood to speak at the funeral of a friend. He referred to the dates on her tombstone from the beginning -  to the 

end.  He noted that first came the day of her birth, and spoke of the following days with tears, but he said what mattered most of 

all, was the dash between the years.  For that dash represents all the time that she spent alive on earth, and now only those who 

loved her know what that little line was worth. 

For it matters not how much we own, the cars, the house, the cash. What matters is how we live and love, and how we spend our 

dash.  So think about this long and hard. Are there things you'd like to change? For you never know how much time is left that can 

still be rearranged. 

If we could just slow down enough to consider what is true and real and always try to understand the way other people feel and be 

less quick to anger, and show appreciation more, and love the people in our lives like we have never loved before.  If we treat each 

other with respect, and more often wear a smile, remembering that this special dash might only last a while. 

 

       Submitted by Don and Irene Lassen 

**************************************************************************** 

GOODBYE AND GOD SPEED 

To Our Penn Coachmen Family: 

Our first experience camping with a group of fellow campers was Penn Coachmen. We were staying at the Mayberry Camp-

ground, and little did Ed and I know, after we became members, that we would be visiting so many wonders of our beautiful 

country and make many long-lasting friendships. 

We are looking forward to starting a new chapter in our lives as “full-timers.”  We are definitely going to miss getting to-

gether on weekend campouts, the delicious potlucks, pre-rallies, and the camaraderie of the Penn Coachmen family. You 

have added so much to our lives. 

So, this is not goodbye, but until we meet up again, someday, somewhere, in a campground or attending a rally, we will just 

say “See Ya.”  Our new address is 644 Shrewsbury Commons, Avenue 228, Shrewsbury, PA, 17361.  We would love to hear 

from you. 

Stay healthy, stay happy, and safe travels. 

The only rose without thorns is friendship. Now may a warrning love of friends surround you as you go down the path of 

light and laughter where happy memories grow. 

 

       Submitted by Rae and Ed Molinsky 

***************************************************************************

A Kit from God 
 

Lollipop to help you lick your problems  

A Rubber band to help you be flexible and not to break  

Snickers to remind you to laugh in the face of trials.  

A Paper Clip to help you hold things together.  

Caramel to help you chew the fat with good friends (PALS)  

A Sweet Tart to help you accept and appreciate the differences in others  

Stick of Gum to give you stick-to-it-iveness.  

Piece of String to help you tie up loose ends.  

A Pin to pinpoint problems  

A Lifesaver to keep you from drowning in everyday chores.  

Lemon Drop to remind you that "if life gives you lemons, make lemonade"!  

A Penny to give you extra "cents" that everyone needs.  

Nail to help you remember how much you are worth to me.  

A Hug and Kiss to remind you how much I Love You.  

Do not try to shoulder all the worlds problems.......That's God’s Job!!!  
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Freedom is not Free 

I watched the flag pass by one day. it fluttered in the breeze. 

A young Marine saluted it, and then he stood at ease. 

I looked at him in uniform so young, so tall, so proud, 

He'd stand out in any crowd.  

I thought how many men like him had fallen through the years. 

How many died on foreign soil? How many mothers' tears? 

How many pilots' planes shot down? How many died at sea? 

How many foxholes were soldiers' graves? No, freedom isn't free. 

I heard the sound of taps one night, when everything was still. 

I listened to the bugler play  and felt a sudden chill. 

I wondered just how many times That taps had meant "Amen," 

When a flag had draped a coffin of a brother or a friend. 

I thought of all the children, of the mothers and the wives, 

Of fathers, sons and husbands with interrupted lives.  

I thought about a graveyard at the bottom of the sea. 

Of unmarked graves in Arlington. No freedom isn't free. 

On Memorial Day we pause and remember. 

A Memorial Day Salute 
 

It is appropriate this Memorial Day to salute all those who have given their lives in defense of this nation. Without their sacrifices 

we would not be free to ask questions, to challenge our political leaders and to take an active role in our system of government. To 

them we owe an unrepayable debt. 

The United States of America was born from the blood and ashes of war--the Revolutionary War of 1776. It was fought to defend 

the "self-evident" truth "that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, 

that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness." Those who fought and died were committed to the notion that 

government derives its "just powers from the consent of the governed" and that when a government does not protect the unalien-

able rights of the people, it is the "Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its founda-

tion on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happi-

ness." 

Since the war of 1776, nearly two and a quarter centuries ago, thousands of men and women have died for the same cause. Tyranny 

does not reign in America--as it does so many places around the globe--because so many have love their country more than their 

http://www.thisnation.com/question/030.html##
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HAVE YOU EVER LOOKED CLOSELY AT A $1.00 BILL 
 
On the rear of the One Dollar bill, you will see two circles. Together, they comprise the Great Seal of the United States. The First Con-

tinental Congress requested that Benjamin Franklin and a group of men come up with a Seal. It took them four years to accomplish this 

task and another two years to get it approved.  

 

If you look at the left-hand circle, you will see a Pyramid. Notice the face is lighted, and the western side is dark. This country was just 

beginning. We had not begun to explore the west or decided what we could do for Western Civilization. The Pyramid is uncapped, 

again signifying that we were not even close to being finished. Inside the Capstone you have the all-seeing eye, an ancient symbol for 

divinity. It was Franklin 's belief that one man couldn't do it alone, but a group of men, with the help of God, could do anything.'  IN 

GOD WE TRUST' is on this currency. 

 

The Latin above the pyramid, ANNUIT COEPTIS, means, 'God has favored our undertaking.' The Latin below the pyramid, NOVUS 

ORDO SECLORUM, means, 'a new order has begun.' At the base of the pyramid is the Roman numeral for 1776. (MDCCLXXVI) 

 

If you look at the right-hand circle, and check it carefully, you will learn that it is on every National Cemetery in the United States . It 

is also on the Parade of Flags Walkway at the Bushnell, Florida National Cemetery , and is the centerpiece of most heroes' monuments. 

Slightly modified, it is the seal of the President of the United States , and it is always visible whenever he speaks, yet very few people 

know what the symbols mean. 

 
The Bald Eagle was selected as a symbol for victory for two reasons: 

¶ First, he is not afraid of a storm; he is strong, and he is smart enough to soar above it. 

¶ Secondly, he wears no material crown. We had just broken from the King of England . 

Also, notice the shield is unsupported. This country can now stand on its own. At the top of that shield there is a white bar signifying 

congress, a unifying factor. W e were coming together as one nation. In the Eagle's beak you will read, ' E PLURIBUS UNUM' mean-

ing, 'from many - one.' Above the Eagle, we have the thirteen stars, representing the thirteen original colonies, and any clouds of misun-

derstanding rolling away. Again, we were coming together as one. Notice what the Eagle holds in his talons. He holds an olive branch 

and arrows. This country wants peace, but we will never be afraid to fight to preserve peace. The Eagle always wants to face the olive 

branch, but in time of war, his gaze turns toward the arrows. 

 
An (untrue) old-fashioned belief says that the number 13 is an unlucky number. This is almost a worldwide belief. You will almost 

never see a room numbered 13, or any hotels or motels with a 13th floor. But think about this: 

 

America, which relies on God (not a number) to direct and lead, boldly chose:  

 

13 original colonies, 

13 stars above the eagle 

13 signers of the Declaration of Independence , 

13 stripes on our flag, 

13 steps on the pyramid, 

13 letters in 'Annuit Coeptis', 

 

And finally, notice the arrangement of the 13 stars in the right-hand circle. You will see that they are arranged as a Star of David. 

This was ordered by George Washington who, when he asked Haym Solomon, a wealthy Philadelphia Jew, what he would like as a 

personal reward for his services to the Continental Army. Solomon said he wanted nothing for himself, but he would like something for 

his people. The Star of David was the result. Few people know it was Solomon who saved the Army through his financial contribu-

tions ...then died a pauper. Haym Solomon gave $25 million to save the Continental Army, money that was sorely needed to help real-

ize Americaôs ïour- freedom and independence from England . Therein lies America ’s Judeo -Christian beginning. 

13 letters in ' E Pluribus Unum,' 

13 bars on that shield, 

13 leaves on the olive branch, 

13 fruits, and if you look closely, 


