Tidbits from Penny

July 2021

Don Laine Campground Rally
Forty two people gathered together at Don Laine Campground last month for
our second rally of the year. We honored our National Flag all week.
With a few rain drops on the early bird day the rest of the rally turned out to be
pretty nice. Cool nights and sunny, blue skies during the day.
Deb & Tom Leech joined us for their first “official” rally. They came to Gettysburg and joined FMCA and Penn Coachmen right after that rally. We welcome them and their grandson, Tristan to our
club.
We kicked off the rally at registration with an ice
cream social. We had a nice large building to
conduct our gatherings in. Tuesday night we had
a wonderful pulled pork dinner with a lot of good
side dishes. Everything was prepared by Jack
Vliet and his team. We then topped the meal off
with fresh strawberry shortcake. That evening we had our 1st annual membership meeting. Notes can be read at any of the future rallies. They will no longer be published on line, due to privacy.
Wednesday morning we had a “Bob Crossett famous breakfast”. Bob and his
assistant chefs prepared sausage, eggs to order, toast, juice and coffee from
our brand new coffee maker. I think everyone was satisfied after that meal.
Free time was given to sightsee, visit with friends and have lunch on your
own. Gary and Eric conducted a safety seminar and later Sue had a craft session for the ladies to make ceramic coasters. Our evening meal was a
Thanksgiving Feast! Turkey and ham with all the trimmings. Our thanks go
out to Stacy at the campground for the wonderful catered meal. Two of our
new members, Iris and Bob Blum had two fun games for us to play after dinner. Nell Kline won a large red, white & blue basket full of items. She drew the
best flag on her paper plate on her head! You had to be there to believe
it! The next game ended with three winners, 1st place went to Ed Pirkey, 2nd
place Deb Leech and 3rd place went to Carol Crossett who won the heartwarming Penn Coachmen mascot, Penny. They now have custody of Penny
until time comes to pass her on!
Gary, Eric and Bob did a flag folding ceremony. We missed Gary’s Memorial
Day ceremony in May, so he did a little bit at Don Laine.
Thursday morning we had a quick and easy breakfast followed by a fast and
exciting game of Bean Bag Baseball. Gary insists we keep practicing to get a
team ready for GEAR!
Thank you to our hosts: Joan & Ed Park, Bob & Carol Crossett, Mary Ellen
Seifert, Mary & Hal Amos, Iris & Bob Blum and our Consultant Jack Vliet. It
was a fun rally…THANK YOU ALL!
We know by having this rally during the week, we missed a few people. We
are hoping you’ll be able to make it to Bloomsburg Fairgrounds, August 20, 21
& 22. Early birds are going in on the 19th. Double check your dates because
the book dates are wrong.
Sue & Gary Cipa

Janet, Kathy, Phyllis & David

Upcoming Rallies for 2021
Bloomsburg Fairgrounds
August 20-22
Roxbury Holiness Camp
September 24-26
GEAR (Greater Eastern Area Rally)
Lewisburg, WV
September 29-October 2
Poconos Raceway, Long Pond, PA
October 15-17
Shady Maple Christmas Luncheon
December 9 (1-4 pm)
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The club is in need of some assistance!
Could you help?


Wagon Master: We are always in need of someone to haul the trailer from
one rally to the next. It’s only 4’x6’ and someone will help you hook it up.
We also pay that person $50.00 one way.



Newsletter Editor: If you are handy with a computer, we are in need of
someone to take over this job. You can design this as you like.



Hospitality Host: (man or woman) Someone is needed to greet the new
members (1st timers) and guests. If there are new members at a rally,
have a get-to-together and review Penn Coachmen with them. The booklet is already done and can be passed onto you.



Country Store Manager: The Penn Coachmen store is where we sell the
shirts, coffee mugs, decals, jackets, etc.

If you would consider any of the above positions, please feel free to call Sue
for additional information or to answer any questions. (610) 334-3287. Thank
you!

COVID: We still all need to fill out one FMCA Covid form for 2021. If you have already filled one
out, you are good to go. We will have blank forms at the rallies for you to complete. Thanks~

Winners: Ed Pirkey, Debbie Leech & Carol Crossett
1st place winner...Nell Kline

Eric & Bob doing flag ceremony
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Note from the President:
What a rally! Good friends, good food, good times, good food, good weather, good food..... Well, you
get the point. Once again our Penn Coachmen family enjoyed a family reunion. First I have to thank
all those who rolled up their sleeves and helped. Jack Vliet and his pork butt team, Bob Crossett and
his breakfast team, Eric Britz and his magic coffee maker and Iris and Bob Blum for their games deserve special recognition. Did I mention how much I liked the food? It appears most of us are ready
to return to pre-covid life. I hope our attendance continues for future rallies. I am again asking for volunteers for some of our admin tasks. Newsletter, yearbook, membership and the country store can
use help. Remember, if someone doesn't do it, it's not going to get done. We also need some energetic souls to try on officer roles. I hereby make a presidential order to double the current salary for
anyone who steps up to volunteer. Please call John Weber to get your name in first. We also need
more GEAR volunteers. There's still a lot of fun to be had this season and I really hope to see everyone at all the remaining rallies this year including GEAR. Sue and I did get a chance to visit with Jim
and Barb this week. They are both well and send their best to everyone.
Good health and safe travels,
Gary

The Dash
I read of a man who stood to speak at the funeral of a friend. He referred to the dates on the tombstone from the beginning...to the end.
He noted that first came the date of birth and spoke of the following date with tears, but he said what
mattered most of all was the dash between those years.
For that dash represents all the time they spent alive on earth and now only those who loved them
know what that little line is worth.
For it matters not, how much we own, the cars, the house, the cash. What matters is how we live and
love and how we spend our dash.
So think about this long and hard; are there things you’d like to change? For you never know how
much time is left that still can be rearranged.
To be less quick to anger and show appreciation more and love the people in our lives we’ve never
loved before.
If we treat each other with respect and more often wear a smile...remembering that this special dash
might only last a little while.
So when your eulogy is being read, with your life’s actions to rehash, would you be proud of the things
they say about how you lived your dash?
By: Linda Ellis, copyright 2020 Inspire Kindness, the dash poem.com
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We usually sing this song to close our rallies...but we/I forgot...simple as that…but please remember your fellow members and friends (old & new)! For the new members, it is sung to the tune of
Edelweiss.
May the Lord, mighty God, bless and keep you forever,
Grant you peace, perfect peace, strength in every endeavor.
Lift up your eyes and see His face, love will leave you never,
May the Lord, mighty God, bless and keep you forever.

No one is aware of where/when this came into Penn Coachmen. But it is a tradition that we need
to keep in our rallies….I apologize for missing it.
Sue

…..

Did anyone see this pay phone at Don Laine? You just
don’t see these anymore. Wonder how much it costs to
make a call?

FMCA News
Election results for National Officers:
President: Rett Porter
Sr Vice President: Gary Milner
Secretary: Kathie Balogh
Treasurer: Barbara Smith
~~New Membership cost $60.00 and renewal $50.00~~
MEMBERSHIP DUES
We have 45 members whose “F” number will expire at the end of 2021. Please check our website for your
“F” number to see if you need to update your dues. You can fill out a form from our website and turn it in
with a check made out to “Penn Coachmen” to Hal Amos or Gary Cipa.

If you have any tidbit you would like put into our newsletters, please let me know. I will continue to
type these up until we get an Editor. Any special anniversaries, BIG birthdays, or even someone
who needs a special prayer.
Respectfully submitted by: Sue Cipa

