August 2021

Tidbits from Penny

Bloomsburg Rally
Another hot August rally at Bloomsburg. The rain held off for the most
part, the building was nice and cool, so we stayed inside for the weekend.
Millie & Joe Lavalley and Mary & Hal Amos rallied through yet another
fun weekend. With the help of their hosts: Joan & Ed Park, Peggy &
Wayne Dilliplaine, Art & Pat Sweetman and Glenn Momme we all had
a fun time catching up, playing games and of course eating like kings
and queens.
Three new members joined our chapter: Pat & Tom Emerick, Patty
& Tony Mandik and Bob Samer.
We welcome you all and hope you have many more enjoyable rallies
with us. Bob, sorry we missed you when you stopped in. He made a
special trip to Bloomsburg just to drop off his application. Looking forward to meeting you soon.
First timers this month were Greg & Anne Vincent. They joined last
year, and we are glad you made it to your first rally. It was nice getting
to know you as well. We look forward to seeing all our new members
again soon.
Friday night we enjoyed dinner together then played BINGO. Prizes
were either SILVER, GOLD, or SWEET! Sorry if you missed it…$$$$
After a great breakfast Saturday morning of pancakes, sausage and
fresh fruit we then went out for a tour of the Rolling Red Deer Farm in
Catawissa. Up, down and over the hills we got to see many deer.
From young to old, we even got to feed some of them. It was a nice
experience and we gathered together for the hay wagon ride. Saturday
night’s dinner was so filling. Half a chicken, great potato salad, real
Boston Baked Beans and watermelon, no one should have gone away
hungry.
Saturday night we tried a little Karaoke, then played a game of “Name
that Tune”. Gary had a large collection of theme songs. The table of
guys won...Greg Vincent, Dan Cocco and Lou & Tony Mandik. Lots of
laughs and good guesses!
We finished up the rally with breakfast Sunday morning followed by a
short worship service. It was nice to sing our Penn Coachmen song
again!!

Upcoming Rallies for 2021
Roxbury Holiness Camp
September 24-26
GEAR (Greater Eastern Area Rally)
Lewisburg, WV
September 29-October 2
Poconos Raceway, Long Pond, PA
October 15-17
Shady Maple Christmas Luncheon
December 9 (1-4 pm)
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BLOOMSBURG
2021

BARB & JIM CAME TO
VISIT….SO NICE.

MILLIE & GARY

...BINGO

GOOD FOOD...

FIRST TIMERS MEETING

GOOD TIME HAD BY ALL
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Penn Coachmen at Gillette, WY
Gillette, Wyoming was the site of FMCA’s 103rd International Convention and RV Expo held July 7-10, 2021. I was surprised that Penn Coachmen had such a good showing so far from
home. Kathy and John Weber, Roz and Bill Newton, Larry and Clarissa Sherrow, Ralph and
Deborah Grubb-Wheeler, John and Lori Prange, Mary Ellen Seifert and friend Cheryl, John and
Jane Reynolds and the Britz’s. The group got together for a social time on Monday evening before everyone got too busy with the rally activities. We shared food, of course, stories and information. Penn Coachmen were involved, volunteering for parking, trams, seminar monitors and
mentors. Three in the group sat in as National Directors and voted on the new officers and other issues such as membership dues. Lori Prange sang the National Anthem and our own John
Reynolds, National Treasurer for FMCA these past 4 years was a candidate for President.

The Chapter Fair was a success. Mary Ellen and Cheryl helped with the recruiting effort. We
gained new members, Bob and Eunice Taylor from Milford, PA. Bob won the best full beard contest and came in second place overall in the “Whiskers” competition. Way to go Bob. We, at
Penn Coachmen are anxious to meet you and Eunice and check out that award winning beard
ourselves.
Entertainment was great. Three Dog Night, although the members have aged as we all have,
they hadn’t lost their “groove”. The audience was enthusiastic and cheered the group back for
an encore! On another night, humorist Jim Pelley was just plain FUNNY!
At the FMCA Annual meeting on Saturday morning, they do a drawing for cash prize to encourage participation. I was almost lucky as I was sitting next to Ralph Grubb-Wheeler who had his
name drawn. Way-to-go Ralph!
Time went by quickly and before we knew it we were all headed our separate ways. It was a
good time. The next International Convention will be in Tucson, AZ in March 2022.
Submitted by Phyllis Britz

GILLETTE, WYOMING
...LOOKS LIKE A GOOD
TIME HAD BY ALL!
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Note from the President
Dear Fellow Penn Coachmen,
It's hard to believe the 2021 RV season is winding down. Time seems to go by faster every year. I
remember childhood summers that seemed to last forever, carefree, and promising new adventures every day. As active as my days were, I resisted falling asleep at night and bounced out of
bed at morning's first light. The resistance to sleep has given way to anticipation and although I'm
still an early riser I certainly wouldn't describe my mornings as bouncing.
As childhood abruptly ended, I couldn't begin to understand my mother's emotions as her teenaged
son left home for military service. As she worried every second, the risk, concept of mortality and
fragility of life never entered my thoughts. Isn't it funny how time changes our perspectives?

I recently heard a reference to "tomorrow" as " a new day that's never been touched". What a
great opportunity to embrace. We have so much to be thankful for and so many to thank. Our first
responders, health care workers, police and military continue to invest their energies, skills and resilience for our promise of another tomorrow. I am grateful for their service and as our RV drives
into tomorrow I will make a conscience effort to sincerely thank them for being there.
I also thank my fellow Penn Coachmen for the hugs, handshakes, laughter, and shoulders to lean
on. Our "family" exudes an almost childhood energy, aged to perfection. Some might call it a
"special sauce". My mother told me often "We can't help growing older, but we don't have to get
old.". Stay safe, stay thankful, stay young, keep laughing. It's all a matter of perspective, isn't it?
See you again soon.

Gary
Cherry Grove Penn Coachmen Social gathering with the Niagara Frontier Travelers
They cancelled Harbor Fest in Oswego, NY in July but that didn’t stop 6 Penn Coachmen coaches
from going to Cherry Grove Campground at Wolcott, NY. This was a layback get together. The
weather was great although they had had 4 inches of rain the day before we arrived. There was a
lot to see and do and everyone kind of did their own thing. Mary and Michael Ravert picked blueberries and checked out the Erie Canal. Terri and Tom Shannon did site seeing and golf. Pat & Art
Sweetman and Roz & Bill Newton, Gary & Sue Cipa, Eric & Phyllis Britz enjoyed their time and most
of us went to Fort Ontario at one time or another. We also had the pleasure of Britz’s daughter and
son-in-law, Jessie & AJ join us for a few days.
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The club is in need of some assistance!
•

Wagon Masters: We are always in need of someone to haul the trailer from one rally to the
next. It’s only 4’x6’ and someone will help you hook it up. We also pay that person $50.00
one way to haul it.

•

Hospitality Host: (man or woman) Someone is needed to greet the new members (1st timers) and guests. If there are new members at a rally, have a get-to-together and review Penn
Coachmen with them. The book is already done and can be passed onto you. You can put
your own twist on the presentation.

•

Country Store Manager: The Penn Coachmen store is where we sell the shirts, coffee
mugs, decals, jackets, etc. We are looking for someone who can carry the “tubs” of merchandise, display, sell & collect money at each rally or take orders.

If you would consider any of the above responsibilities, please call Sue for additional
information or to answer any questions. (610) 334-3287. Thank you!

2022 Schedule
April 27-29:Pine Hills RV Park
Kutztown, PA
May 27-30: Grange Fairgrounds, Centre Hall, PA
June 14-16: Don Laine
Campground, Palmerton, PA
July:

COVID

New Members in August:

Patty & Tony Mandik
Pat & Tom Emerick
Bob Samer

Harborfest,
Oswego, NY

August: ????
September: Roxbury
Campground

...We need Rally Masters
& hosts for next year too.
Please consider helping
out.

We still all need to fill out
one FMCA Covid form for
2021. If you have already
filled one out, you are
good to go. We will have
blank forms at the rallies
for you to complete if you
have not.

Thanks

If you have any tidbits of information you would like put into our newsletters, please let
me know...any special anniversaries, BIG birthdays, or even someone who needs a
special prayer or an article or poem. I’d be glad to incorporate it into the next issue.

Respectfully submitted by: Sue Cipa

